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September 29, 2014 
 
 
John W. Moore, PE 
Director 
Division of Planning 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
200 Mero Street 
Frankfort, KY 46022 
 
Re:  SERO 2014 – 23 US 68 Scoping Study in Metcalfe and Green County 
No. 3-203.00 
 
Mr. Moore, 
 
The Energy and Environment Cabinet serves as the state clearinghouse for review of environmental 
documents generated pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Within the Cabinet, the 
Commissioner’s Office in the Department for Environmental Protection coordinates the review for 
Kentucky state agencies. 
 
We received your letter dated August 19, 2014 requesting the departments input on potential 
environmental impacts related to the US 68 Scoping Study in Metcalfe and Green County's. The following 
comments are submitted in reference to this project. 
 
Comments from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources: 

The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Information System indicates that the federally-listed Snuffbox 
(Epioblasma triquetra), Rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica), Fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria), 
Clubshell (Pleurobema clava), and Grey bat (Myotis grisescens) are known to occur within the ½ mile 
buffer surrounding the project. No additional state-listed species are known to occur within one mile of the 
project site. This project does not occur within known Indiana bat habitat according to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Kentucky Field Office. No wildlife management areas are known to occur within the ½-
mile buffer. However, the road does cross the Green River, an Outstanding State Resource Water due to 
the federally-listed species above, and Russell Creek, an Exceptional Use Water designated by the 
Kentucky Division of Water. 
 

Comments from the Division of Water: 

Comments on the spot improvement section are as follows. Russell Creek is an Outstanding State 
Resource Water. Any improvements to the bridge or riparian area must be done so that water quality and 
habitat of Russell Creek are not impacted. Best management practices shall be utilized to reduce runoff 
from the project into surface waters such as Caney Creek, Little Russell Creek, East Fork Little Barren 
River and Sulphur Creek. 



 
Comments on the Greensburg Connector project are as follows. The Green River along all parts of this 
proposed project is an Outstanding State Resource Water with federally listed mussel species and critical 
habitat for a federally listed fish. Any road and right-of-way construction within the Green River corridor 
shall not impact water quality or critical habitat. This includes impacts to smaller streams (i.e. Clover Lick 
Creek) that could alter water quality and critical habitat. It is unclear what the purple shaded area on the 
map represents, but it would have great potential to impact water quality and habitat of the Green River. 
The yellow shaded area labeled Phase 1 would need best management practices that would eliminate 
runoff into the Green River. Along with the Phase 1 work, there is a comment that says, “Phase 1 could 
include minor widening or similar improvements along KY 417.” Any construction/improvements 
near/along the bridge have a great risk of impacting the water quality and habitat of the Green River and 
consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and Division of Water would be required. 
Phase 3 of the yellow shaded area should utilize best management practices that would eliminate runoff 
into the Green River or its tributaries. Phase 2 of the yellow shaded area proposes a new bridge over the 
Green River to connect KY 3535 with KY 417. The proposed area where the bridge is to be located is 
right over a shoal in the river. These areas are the most productive mussel habitats. The Water Quality 
Branch would be hesitant to approve another bridge over the Green River, especially this site. 
Consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and Division of Water would be required.   
 
Kentucky Revised Statute KRS 151.250, provides for exemption for the Department of Highways; 
therefore, a stream construction permit will not be required. 
 
In addition, some of the area is karstic. Any water wells or monitoring well encountered in the path needs 
to be properly abandoned by a Kentucky Certified Well Driller.   
 

Comments from the Division of Air Quality: 

Kentucky Division for Air Quality Regulation 401 KAR 58:025, Asbestos Standards, apply to this project, 
and a Kentucky Accredited Asbestos Inspector must inspect the project. Asbestos that will be affected by 
this activity must be removed by a Kentucky accredited contractor before renovation or demolition begins. 
Written notification must be given on form DEP 7036 to the Division for Air Quality, Paducah Regional 
Office at least 10 weekdays prior the start of demolitions, whether or not asbestos has been identified to 
be present. Please note form DEP 7036 and the Asbestos Fact Sheet located 
at http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx 
 
Kentucky Division for Air Quality Regulation 401 KAR 63:010 Fugitive Emissions states that no person 
shall cause, suffer, or allow any material to be handled, processed, transported, or stored without taking 
reasonable precaution to prevent particulate matter from becoming airborne. Additional requirements 
include the covering of open bodied trucks, operating outside the work area transporting materials likely 
to become airborne, and that no one shall allow earth or other material being transported by truck or earth 
moving equipment to be deposited onto a paved street or roadway. Please note the Fugitive Emissions 
Fact Sheet located at http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx 
  
Kentucky Division for Air Quality Regulation 401 KAR 63:005 states that open burning is prohibited. Open 
Burning is defined as the burning of any matter in such a manner that the products of combustion 
resulting from the burning are emitted directly into the outdoor atmosphere without passing through a 
stack or chimney. However, open burning may be utilized for the expressed purposes listed on the Open 
Burning Brochure located at http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx 
The Division would like to offer the following suggestions on how this project can help us stay in 
compliance with the NAAQS. More importantly, these strategies are beneficial to the health of citizens of 
Kentucky.  

§  Utilize alternatively fueled equipment. 

§ Utilize other emission controls that are applicable to your equipment.  

§ Reduce idling time on equipment. 

http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx
http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx
http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx


The Division also suggests an investigation into compliance with applicable local government regulations. 

Comments from the Kentucky Heritage Council: 

The applicant must ensure compliance with relevant state and federal regulations regarding cultural 
resources. These may include any or all of the following: the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's 
Rules and Regulations for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties(36CFR, Part 800) pursuant to 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966; the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 Executive 
Order 11593; Kentucky Antiquities Act; Kentucky Cave Protection Act; and graves protection legislation. 

This review is based upon the information that was provided by the applicant. An endorsement of this 
project does not satisfy, or imply, the acceptance or issuance of any permits, certifications or approvals 
that may be required from this agency under Kentucky Revised Statutes or Kentucky Administrative 
Regulations. Such endorsement means this agency has found no major concerns from the review of the 
proposed project as presented other than those stated as conditions or comments. 

If you should have any questions, please contact me at (502) 564-2150, ext. 3125. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald T. Price 
State Environmental Review Officer 
Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection 



Resource Agency Mailing List



Mailing 
Title

Letter 
Title First Name Last Name Suffix Title Organization Address1 Address2 City State Zip

Mr. Mr. Phillip Braden District Office Manager Memphis Airports District Office, Federal Aviation Administration 2862 Business Park Drive  Building G Memphis TN 38118-1555
Ms. Ms. Kathy Smith Trucking Manager American Association of Truckers P.O. Box 146 Benton KY 42025
Mr. Mr. Edward Tonini Adjutant General Department of Military Affairs Boone Nat'l Guard Ctr., 100 Minuteman Pky. Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Elaine Walker Commissioner Department of Parks 500 Mero Street-10th Floor CPT Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. David Pollack Director Kentucky Archaelogical Survey 1020-A Export Street Lexington KY 40506
Mr. Mr. William Straw Regional Environmental Officer Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region IV 3003 ChambleeTucker Road Atlanta GA 30341
Mr. Mr. Richard Sutherland Chair Kentuckians for Better Transportation 9300 Shelbyville Road Ste 1204 Louisville KY 40222-5169
Mr. Mr. Burt Lauderdale Executive Director Kentuckians for The Commonwealth 105 Reams Street P.O. Box 1450 London KY 40743
Ms. Ms. Audrey Tayse Haynes Secretary Cabinet for Health and Family Services 275 East Main St., 5W-A Frankfort KY 40621
Mr. Mr. John Houlihan Administrator Kentucky Airport Zoning Commission 90 Airport Rd. Bldg 400 200 Mero Street Frankfort KY 40601
Sheriff Sheriff Jerry Gaines President Kentucky Association of Counties 400 Englewood Dr. Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Amy Cloud President Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Executives, Inc. 464 Chenault Road Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. James Comer Commissioner Kentucky Department of Agriculture 32 Fountain Place Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. R. Bruce Scott Commissioner Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection 300 Fair Oaks Lane Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Gregory Johnson Commissioner Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 1 Sportsman's Lane Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Steve Hohmann Commissioner Kentucky Department for Natural Resources #2 Hudson Hollow Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Kimberly Richardson Director Kentucky Department of Nat'l. Resources, Division of Conservation 375 Versailles Road Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Rodney Brewer Commissioner Kentucky Department of State Police 919 Versailles Road Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Billy Ratliff Director Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement # 2 Hudson Hollow  Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. John Lyons Director Kentucky Division for Air Quality 200 Fair Oaks Ln, 1st Floor Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Leah W. MacSwords Director Kentucky Division of Forestry 627 Comanche Trail Frankfort KY 40601
Lt. ColonLt. ColonKeith Peercy Director Kentucky Department of Vehicle Enforcement 919 Versailles Road Frankfort KY 40622
Mr. Mr. Anthony Hatton Director DEP Division of Waste Management 200 Fair Oaks, 2nd Flr Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Sandy Gruzesky Director DEP Division of Water 200 Fair Oaks, 4th Flr Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Larry Hayes Secretary Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development Old Capitol Annex 300 West Broadway Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Terri McLean News Editor Kentucky Forward 464 Chenault Road Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Jerry Weisenfluh Interim State Geologist & Director Kentucky Geological Survey, University of Kentucky 228 Mining and Mineral Resources Bldg. Lexington KY 40506
Mr. Mr. Craig Potts State Historic Preservation Officer Kentucky Heritage Council 300 Washington Street Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Kent Whitworth Executive Director Kentucky Historical Society 100 W. Broadway Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Hal Goode President/CEO Kentucky Association for Economic Development 101 Burch Count Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Jonathan Steiner Executive Director/CEO Kentucky League of Cities, Inc. 100 East Vine Street, Ste. 800 Lexington KY 40507
Mr. Mr. Jamie Fiepke President/CEO Kentucky Motor Transport Association 617 Shelby Street Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Leonard Peters Secretary Kentucky Energy and Environmental Cabinet Capital Plaza Tower, 5th Floor Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Donald S. Dott , Jr. Executive Director Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission 801 Schenkel Lane Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Vickie Bourne Executive Director Kentucky Office of Transportation Delivery Transportation Office Building, 3rd Floor 200 Mero Street Frankfort KY 40622
Mr. Mr. Beecher Hudson CEO Kentucky Public Transit Association 1134 S. Preston St Louisville KY 40203

President/CEO Kentucky Travel Industry Association 931 East Main Street Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Bob Stewart Secretary Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet Capital Plaza Tower, 24th Floor 500 Mero Street Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Joseph Meyer Secretary Kentucky Education and Workforce Development Cabinet Capital Plaza Tower, 3rd Floor 500 Mero Street Frankfort KY 40601
Mr. Mr. Jim Aldrich Director of Stream & Wetland Restoration The Nature Conservancy - Kentucky Chapter 114 Woodland Avenue Lexington KY 40502
Mr. Mr. Paul Bergmann Executive Director Scenic Kentucky P. O. Box 23317 Louisville KY 40223-0317
Mr. Mr. Heinz Mueller Chief of NEPA Program Office Office of Environmental Accountability US EPA, Region 4 61 Forsyth Street, SW Atlanta GA 30303
Ms. Ms. Alice Howell Chapter Chair Sierra Club P.O. Box. 1368 Lexington KY 40588-1368
Ms. Ms. Karen Woodrich State Conservationist U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service 771 Corporate Drive, Suite 210 Lexington KY 40503

Dr. Dr. Pamela Roshell Regional Director U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Serv., Region IV, Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, Room 5B95

Atlanta GA 30303-8909

Mr. Mr. Lee Andrews Field Supervisor U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Kentucky Ecological Services Field Section 330 W. Broadway, Room 265 Frankfort KY 40601

Mr. Mr. Eric Washburn Bridge Administrator
United States Coast Guard, Eighth District Western Rivers Bridge 
Branch 1222 Spruce Street, Suite 2.102D St. Louis MO 63103

The HonSenator Rand Paul United States Senator United States Senate 208 Russell Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
The HonSenator Mitch McConnell United States Senator United States Senate 317 Russell Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
The HonCongressEd Whitfield United States Representative - District 1 U. S. House of Representatives 2184 Rayburn House Office Building Washington DC 20515
The HonCongressBrett Guthrie United States Representative - District 2 U. S. House of Representatives 308 Cannon House Office Building Washington DC 20515
Mr. Mr. Stephen Durrett Deputy District Engineer U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District P.O. Box. 59,CELRL-PM Louisville KY 40201
Lt. ColonLt. ColonJohn Hudson District Commander U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District 801 Broadway Nashville TN 37203

Ms. Ms. Krista Mills Field Office Director
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, KY Louisville Field 
Office 601 West Broadway, Room 110 Louisville KY 40202

Ms. Ms. Pamela Rice Kentucky Division Administrator Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 330 West Broadway Room 124 Frankfort KY 40601
Ms. Ms. Yvette Taylor Regional Administrator Federal Transit Administration, Region IV 230 Peachtree, NW, Suite 800 Atlanta GA 30303

Sir and/or Madam Kentucky Household Goods Carrier Association Inc. P.O. Box 99306 Louisville KY 40269-0306



Mailing 
Title

Letter 
Title First Name Last Name Suffix Title Organization Address1 Address2 City State Zip

Mr. Mr. John Johnson Executive Director Kentucky Commission on Human Rights 332 West Broadway, 7th Floor Louisville KY 40202

Mr. Mr. Kirk Dowden Planning and Programming Manager
Federal Highway Administration, Eastern Federal Lands Highway 
Division 21400 Ridgetop Circle Sterling VA 20166

Mr. Mr. Gene Becker Transportation Planning Section Barren River Area Development District 177 Graham Avenue Bowling Green KY 42101
Mr. Mr. Larry Wilson Transportation Planner Lake Cumberland Area Development District 255 South Maple Street Somerset KY 42501
Hon Hon. Misty Edwards Judge/Executive Green County Government 203 West Court Street Greensburg KY 42743
Hon. Hon. Greg Wilson Metcalfe County Judge Executive County of Metcalfe PO Box 149 Edmonton KY 42129
Mayor Mayor Howard  Garrett Mayor, City of Edmonton City of Edmonton PO Box 374 Edmonton KY 42129
Mr. Mr. Robby Beard Sheriff Green County Government 203 West Court Street Greensburg KY 42743
Mr. Mr. Rondal Shirley Sheriff Metcalfe County Government P.O. Box 371 Edmonton 42129
Mr. Mr. Bill Matney Emergency Management Director Green County Government 205 East Hodgenville Avenue Greensburg KY 42743
Mr. Mr. Rodney Robertson County Road Superintendent Green County Government 203 West Court Street Greensburg KY 42743
Mayor Mayor Lisle Cheatham Mayor City of Greensburg 110 West Court Street Greensburg KY 42743
Mr. Mr. Wayne Hedgespeth Police Chief City of Greensburg 105 West Hodgenville Avenue Greensburg KY 42743
Mr. Mr. Lawrence Gupton Fire Chief City of Greensburg 207 East Hodgenville Avenue Greensburg KY 42743
Hon Sen. David Givens 9th District State Senator Kentucky State Senate PO Box 12 Greensburg KY 42743
Hon Rep. Terry Mills 24th District State Representative Kentucky General Assembly 695 McElroy Pike Lebanon KY 40033
Hon. Hon. Bart Rowland 53rd District Representative Kentucky State Legislature PO Box 336 Tompkinsville KY 42167
Mr. Mr. Roger Skaggs Public Works Director City of Greensburg 205 East Hodgenville Avenue Greensburg KY 42743
Mr. Mr Jim Frank Superintendent Green County Schools 402 East Hodgenville Avenue Greensburg KY 42743
Mr. Mr Benny Lile Superintendent Metcalfe County Schools 109 Sartin Drive Edmonton KY 42129

 CC to: Jose Sepulveda, FHWA
John Ballantyne, FHWA
Gary Valentine, Deputy State Highway Engineer for Project Development
Chief District Engineer(s)
C.O. Project Manager or Backup
District Project Develoment Branch Manager
District Planning Supervisor
Steve Ross, Branch Manager Strategic Planning, KYTC Division of Planning
Mark Hite, Director, KYTC Division of Structural Design
Ryan Griffith, Director, KYTC Division of Construction   
David Waldner, Director, KYTC Division of Environmental Analysis
Bart Asher, Branch Manager, KYTC Geotech Branch
Jeff Wolfe, Director, KYTC Division of Traffic Operations
Donald Smith, Branch Manager, KYTC Permits Branch

Consultant
Bill Gulick, Director, KYTC Division of Design


	ADP92A0.tmp
	Sheet1

	ADPDBE1.tmp
	Sheet1

	ADP91CE.tmp
	Appendix A – CRASH LOCATIONS

	Blank Page
	ADP3C5D.tmp
	Sheet1




